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During the Middle Ages, the popes of Rome claimed both spiritual authority and worldly powers,

vying with emperors for supremacy, ruling over the Papal States, and legislating the norms of

Christian society. They also faced profound challenges to their proclaimed primacy over

Christendom.The Medieval Papacy explores the unique role that the Roman Church and its papal

leadership played in the historical development of medieval Europe. Brett Edward Whalen pays

special attention to the religious, intellectual and political significance of the papacy from the first

century through to the Reformation in the sixteenth century.Ideal for students, scholars and general

readers alike, this approachable survey helps us to understand the origins of an idea and institution

that continue to shape our modern world.
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"The author does a very fine job in tracing the history of the papacy from its origins in the first

century ... . this introduction will serve as a valuable tool for those seeking further information on the

medieval past of one of the great and enduring institutions in human history." (Damian J. Smith,

Speculum, Vol. 92 (1), January, 2017)
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